36	PROHIBITED  MARRIAGES.
14. Wife's sister (during the life of the former),
(v. 18.)
In this list daughter is not expressly mentioned, but
she is a fortiori implied in the prohibition of grand-
daughter, stepdaughter and daughter-in-law.
The prohibitions of these degrees, which, on account
-of the name of the book in which they are set forth, are
'commonly termed the levitical degrees, are so evi-
dently founded on moral considerations as to find a place
in the code of every civilized nation of our time. (l)
The Talmud finds these biblical prohibitions to be as
manifestly resting on common sense and morality as the
prohibitions of murder and theft. (2)
philo (de specialibus Legibus, p. 778), saadja (Emu-
noth ve-Dooth III.); maimonides (More Nebuchim iii. 49),
and modern scholars assigned different reasons for these
prohibitions. The most plausible of these reasons are,
that the toleration of such connections between near rela-
tives would impair the quiet and concord of families and
endanger female chastity in the domestic circle. Hereto
must, in regard to consanguinity, still be added the phy-
siological reason of degeneration, as marriages between
 (1)	The English la\\, being in this respect mostly based on the Ca-
nonical law, adds to these Levitical Degrees several extensions, which
partly go even beyond those made "by the rabbis, as will be seen fur-
ther on.   The law of other Protestant countries, however, as the Prus-
sian code, though in general adopting the prohibition of consanguinity
and affinity, disregards the Levitical Degrees in this, that it neither
interdicts alliances with the aunt nor with the brother's widow.    See
Preuss-Landrecht, Th. ii., Tit. 1, § 3.
 (2)	See Talmud Yoma, p. 676.   Maimonides seems to have had a dif-
ferent version of that passage, since he in his Sh'mone Perakim, chap-
ter vi., maintains that the Talmud classifies the prohibited degrees
among those positive laws which are not conceivable by human under-
standing.

